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Brief Reherlal 


| BELIEF 


The Good-willing in 
England, which are named the 
Family of Love, with the Cott 
feſſion of their upright Chci- 
ian Religion, againſt che 
falſe accuſation of theit 
againlt-Speakers. 


Setforth Anno 157 5. 
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Londen, Pcinted for Giles Calvert atthe 
Black-ſpread-Eagleat the weſt end of 
Pauls, 16 5 6, 
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| ©- hich tove. God and 
his righteonſneſs,ſal- 
wation and Peace. 


Orgſmnch a5 we ate btuired » and 
defarned with wiity manner of 
falſe reporrs and 1yes, by certain 
- Malicious atid flanderoys perſons, | 
thr never yet commmuned With us of any | 
ſuch things as they criminare and charge | 
us witha), to rhe great defacitg and hin- 
dering of us, and our g96d name tnd fame 
amohig twch to'whom we reſt as yet ut 
know®i, fot chat they mighr rhereby bring , 
us int6 & conternpe & dloquie, & ſo tnake 
us deretiable and monſtrous before the 
eysof the common people: as alſo have 
moved, with their flanderous reports, the þ 
ſpificual Rulers or Magiſtrates, ro-taſt | 
lome of us into priſon; znd drive us chere- 
through 


(&'Y 
through to great rcouble , and charges, 
whereas men have nor jultly co blame, ac- _ 
euſe, deteR, or burden us as cran'greſlors 
ofrhe Law,(beir againſt any ofthe Queen 
her Majeliies proceediges in cauſes Eccle- 
faRticahor Ule in bet policickLaws of Go- 
vernment, in ceuſes remporal) but -have 
alwaies ſhewed our ſelyes (like as beco- 
rgeth hege SubjeRAs rq do): ta live and 
walk inall dutitul oþedience, loyally tO- 
wards the'\ame, and applyed and'endea - 
voured us rothe utmoſt of our power, to 
rhe fulfilling of the requiring thereof,it 
we might be rightly cryed therein by ttig” 
voice. of the Countrey, where we dwelh 
and by ſuch as know us, or with who 
we have had to deal;: and not by the malt» 
cious, which envy us in our welldoing and 
realonable dealings: fo are we therefore, 
our. of ſpecial occafion moved and'urged 
(ro the bercer anſwering and facisfying of 
all Magiltrates, borh ſpirigual and rempo- 
ral, and of luctias are reaſonably minded, 
and rhat reſt donbrful of our upright 
caule (more fot rhat they have no jult 1n- 
relligence, of the true cauſe and fare of 
the {ame, then for that chey relt wholly 
ſtayed upon ſuch | frivolous,, unſeemly 
brures. as go forth againſt us, what they 
| | | might 
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ET em us 
rolerdowhn an ex3 


beth: of fn ack 
oround of our ſancere Feet 
profeſſion, ; 


Re. 


Deus G havit as ef. - 


Being then; char it is mect and requi- 
J fire, char every upright Behevetio Jo- 
jus = Cheat render an aniwer of his Faich, 
when he is required therero ( being#aiſly 
accuſed contrary to his right: belief ) to 
can we not therefore omit.to-confeſſe and; 
acknowledge our ypright andcrye Faich, 
againſt all choſe, char unjultly accuſe usin 
onr right Belief, | ; 


Firſt of all » We ta 
and confefle, that- we know -nar'hold 
not of any other Belief, then --that 
which 1s required by the 'prophers of 
God , out of the Laiv of the Lord, and 


wibiercon the holy Apoilles and Evange. 
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For we believe in the living God of 

Heaven, the Father Almighty, and the 

erne Maker of Heaveh zndFarch;— —- -- 
And we believe.-in 


ews.Chriſt hzs, on! 

ſon ap lantnd cqnitUlrg $ che 
Holy Ghv6ſt,and born ofthe Virgin Mary: 
He (ufftered paſſion under Pontixe Pilate , 
was crucified dead &bnried, & deſen 
mo helh andrhe thicd days:he ro(eag 
frotyche'deathyz- he aſcendedro the Hea-! 
vens,8 there he fitterh ar che right-hand af, 
God his Father Almighty : from whence 
we beliere he iFto come, 20-judpe both 
rhe quickand the dead, | 


And we believe in the Holy Ghoſt; One 
holy Cacholick Church : Toe Commu- 
niou of Saints; \The Remiſfion of ſfins : 
TheiRefurre&ion of the Body: Andthe 
hfe everlatiing, Amer, 


ave builded! 
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raghe and eanfſefled, by the coommunaliny-/ 
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VE acknowledge hikewiſexrhe Fa- 
"'V- Y ther ro be God, ancreated 'atd 
erernal, a ſirohg' or ' mighty: Spirir, a! per- 
fe&-cleat Lighr, anda true Being or'Sub- 
ance: and-thar the ſame rrue: Being ts 
his Name, and the Love.ir ſelf, LIE 
We. acknowledge alſo'the Son: to be 
God, out of God,'of the'very like Being 
or very ſame Snbttance-oÞ his Father; the 
very true and'only' begorrem Son of God, 
begotten from - everlaſtingnels ; and, in 
rhe: fulne(s; of time, :born of a Virgin, 
out of rhe ſeed'of David accordingtothe 
fleſh ; the Son of Man;ithe Saviour ofthe 
World: the true Meſſias, a Mediator a- 
lone 'berweem” God and/ Man: . in who 
Name only (and in none other) we ob- 
= Salvation, and the Remiffion of our 
is. Favre 
We acknowledge likewiſe, the- Holy 
Ghoſt co be God ( as proceeding from 
God rhe Farther 'and his Son Feſus Chriſt 
afd: the true Spirir'obGod;cthe Comfors 
ter: and rhe Qyl-or Andinting, where- 
withal God anomterh his elected people 


. ot holy Church; For they are, out: of: 


the grace of: God the Father undeſervedy 
»'0:7 & redeemed 
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redeemed,juſtified and made free;through | 


che Croſſe, Death,Paſſion & Blaod-thegt- 
= of Jeſus Chriſt : whichſHoly Ghoſt, 
doth dire& &lcadall his anoinced into al 
-Trurh; For they only,are the true circnar- 
ciſed Iſraelites our of the faith of Abre- 
ham, or the right Chriſtians through the 
the fatisfation of Chriſt, in the Holy of 
the ctue Tabernacle, wherein they daily 
take np their: Crofle on them with Him, 
and 'follow after Chriſt, in all godlinefſe 
and Truth, co che purging of their fins, 
cill into the Love : In whom alſo the Spi- 
ritof Chriſt dwellerh,liverh,and workerh, 
and-nort certainly in any other, 


| | 1 nm we we im _ 
ve, concerning this one only living 
God (the Farher, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
(with the Communialty of his Saints) all 
and:every part thar is wricten, and con- 
ſeſſed (by the: holy Fathers ) in the Old 
and New Teftament, of or concetning the 
fame: God-head, to be a thing malt rrue, 
and very needful that every: Chriſtian be- 
lieve, acknowledge, and confeſs the ſame, 
+ and alſo live therein, So do we in like 
manner acknowledge, all che reſt, 
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holy Scripture dforeſzid, 8 as likewiſe all 
5 Dao accorderth with Bowel of the 
fame pw pate 215. en by the 
holy ror our ee fo L ohr) to be 
an uprights healthlome vin 
and fo oo oy 9 be raken-and acknow- 
ledged of 1 Chriſtians: Bur all wharſo- 
ever accordeth not therewich, that hold 
we not for any thing neceſſary un- 

xo ſalvation; bur rather for that 
'-- Which proceederh out of the 

Mans imagination, and 
not out of the Spiric 


of Chiiſt, 
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 Onlidetivg, the ofeat love of God ro- 
wards .us-and all mankind, in that he 
harh created .the man like unto his own 
image, and alſo ſer. bim,in the fulneſs of 


life : and how thar he, hath moreover 
(when we were become his enemies 
through the rranſgreſſing of his word, and 
children of death) yet farcher extended 
his Love towards us, and ſent his only 
Son Jeſus Chritt 1nco this World, which 
hath to our attonement ſuffered the dc at? 
of rhe Crofſe, which we our (elves are 
guilcy in: when we now conſider all this 
vrear love extended on us, lo are we mo- 
red to love bim again, ſtanding even io 
Religat:, or bound again ( and (c, Relig1- 
ons).to.Jove the ame God of life, with all 
*our hEarc ſoul and mighr, and our neigh- 
bour as our ſelres, And for that cauſe, ; 
chie end that we might uprightly ſþ 
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forth.the ame,bethin che deed avd ergth, 


ve read the, holy Scriprurcs, of rhe Pro- 
_ and Apoltles of wy nd. aH 0) 


Books. which exhorr. us.nnteo. ſuch. 


right lifezand lave-of God andous neighr 
1g, any, orheg Ceremonies, 


les, (as 15 iaid) conrained.in the Old and 
News» Teltament.- And our. Conicigice 
deareth us record, that all ſuc" fipgte min- 
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This fame is finally the C contet i” 
Belief, and rhe Sond of otir Religion; 
= declared; and we acknowledge and 
concernine the ſame, even from 
echo bf our hearrs, And ſach is al» | | 
ed'of every one, through the gra. * 
| crous ix grid of Fife in the Service of the 
7 Loveof JefusChtiſt : and nor elſe what. 
| And we think this oor confeſſing, herein 
witnefſed.to b: ſufficient before a!! Chri- 
Mat Magiftraces, both ſpirituat anidcem- 
potal, and for all reaſonable-men. Hope- 
ing a){orherefore (in,as much as ween»s | 
deavonr usto live ſubjeRtly and peaceable 
under'out Princes Laws) that our cavſe |. 
ſhall be-wich Juſtice conſidered; ro a relea- 
fing of us, from'rhis our ſabjeRived bon- 
dave! of ltreiohrneſs, perturbation z and 
greaf tha rges.. wherein wenow. are be- 
_ a Race, w ichout fe 
art def ſefyed; - 23 
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